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to the gunwale with dead facts. And all facts are dead, unless
our living mind confers life upon them.

On the other hand, when the process of culture is fairly
started, when we are able to turn "a stream of fresh and free
thought upon our stock notions and habits," then abundant
reading becomes a boon. Culture will not result automatically
out of a prescribed course of study: it is an inward operation.
But the growth in the soil is prepared and aided by assiduous
tilling.

We can hardly separate, by lines as definite as national
boundaries, the three aspects of reading: reading for informa-
tion, reading for pleasure, reading for culture. Fortunately for
us, two of these aspects are frequently blended, and not seldom
all three. Culture is by far the most elusive. We know for cer-
tain when we acquire a new fact 5 we are able to tell whether or
not we are amused 5 but how can we be sure that a book has
"cultural value"? Because it figures on an approved list? No:
because it gives us a sense of inner growth.

Advice about reading should therefore be an individual pre-
scription, not a patent medicine. An obscure, half-forgotten
book, a difficult book, a very light book, may be "the best" for
us under definite circumstances. We cannot constantly be in the
mood for Milton any more than for P. G. Wodehouse. But the
most skillful doctors draw their remedies from a common store.
There is no panacea for all men in all cases j there is, however,
a Codex of products whose healing powers have been tested
through extensive experience. A list of World Classics is such a
pharmacopeia.

But we should never forget that a pharmacopeia does not ex-
haust the resources of nature, nor a list of classics the possibili-
ties of literature- So far, we have proceeded in the conventional
manner, and restricted our field without attempting to define it:
if we are not overawed by arbitrary barriers, if we claim our
right to explore at will, we shall soon discover that our realm
extends far beyond the "best" hundred books, or thousand